
INTRODUCTION TO LAW SCHOOL
Louis Riggs, J.D., Instructor
Winter Semester 2015
Syllabus

This course will introduce the student to the first-year law school curriculum by reading and
discussing cases and statutes that involve Civil Procedure, Contracts, Criminal Law, Property
and Torts.   In order to make you more familiar with the law school academic experience, we
will incorporate assignments that will teach you basic principles of legal research and writing.
We will also discuss the importance of legal ethics throughout the course. We will utilize
Socratic method as much as possible via interaction on Discussion Boards.

Upon completion of this course, you should be able to analyze legal cases, interpret
constitutional and statutory provisions, analyze legislative histories, establish, defend and
refute claims, and be able to conduct basic legal research and writing. A comprehensive final
exam will introduce you to the law school experiences of issue spotting, discussion and analysis
of the issues you identify and the need to provide multiple answers to legal questions.  The first
year of law school requires you to apply the law to the facts as they are presented, not as we
would like them to be.

Texts:  Links to cases, statutes and rules will be available for study and discussion.  Since time is
short, you will read a substantial amount of cases in a short period of time.  You will be asked
multiple questions about each case on discussion boards and will need to provide specific
answers to a number of open-ended questions.

Grades:  25% of your grade will be based on your responses to discussion boards; 75% of your
grade will be based on a comprehensive final examination that will cover each area we have
studied.

The grading scale for the semester is as follows:

90-100  = A
80-89    = B
70-79    = C
60-69    = D

Attendance:  as a significant portion of your grade is based on class participation on Discussion
Boards, maintaining pace in this course is an absolute must. That includes making sure that you
have read all of the assigned cases and supporting materials.

Honor Code:  any and all examinations and written materials assigned during this course are
subject to the Westminster College Honor Code.  As the former Chair of the Westminster
College Academic Honor Commission as an undergraduate, please rest assured that I take the
provisions of the Honor Code with the utmost seriousness.  As a practicing attorney, ethics rules



have been a fact of my life for the last 25 years.  Any academic dishonesty will be treated as an
ethical as well as an academic breach and will be treated with the utmost severity.

Our first week assignments will cover the areas of Civil Procedure and Torts, as well as a general
discussion of common law, statutory law, and stare decisis.

Our second week assignments will cover the areas of Criminal Law and Contracts and will
introduce you to such enactments as the Uniform Commercial Code and such concepts as mens
rea.

The third and final week assignment will cover the area of Property Law.

The final exam will be administered at the end of the third week.

Office hours:  My office hours are from 7:00 p.m.-9:00 p.m. CST.

Contact information:  I can be reached by email at ____________ and by phone at (573) 248-
0225.  My preferred method of communication is by email.

Please pay special attention to any course announcements that might be posted throughout
the course.

I hope that you will enjoy this introduction to the first year of law school.  The amount of
reading should be somewhat indicative of what you should expect to experience as a “1L.”

If you have any questions, please let me know.


