Applying to Westminster College’s Learning Disability Program

The Learning Disabilities Program at Westminster College is committed to giving every
student in the program the highest level of service possible. In order to do so, we evaluate
each applicant carefully, as we believe it would be wrong to admit students to the program
for whom we cannot provide adequate services. At the same time, we are committed to
student success and retention, which depend on making sure that each student we admit to
the LDP is a good match for the College. With these objectives in mind, we have outlined
below the process for applying to the LDP.

Step #1 —-Application to Westminster College

Students must apply and be accepted to Westminster College before applying to the
Learning Disabilities Program. However, acceptance to the College does not guarantee
acceptance into the program. Although acceptances to the college and to the Learning
Disabilities Program are separate in nature, students may submit all relevant materials at
one time to reduce the process time.

Step #2 — Submission of Secondary Application Materials

Students applying to the Learning Disabilities Program must submit the following
materials in addition to the standard Westminster College application to the Admissions
Office:

e Current adult level documentation (WAIS IIT and an academic achievement test like
the Woodcock Johnson or WAIS) that identifies the learning disability and lists
recommendations for accommodations with justifications. (i.e., the elements of a
professionally written evaluation) These reports should include raw data along
with, confidence intervals and an appropriate discussion by the licensed
professional. Current documentation implies within the last three years.

Four teacher recommendations.

e LDP Supplemental Information Sheet.

e Any additional disability documentation relevant to assisting the student. These
could include a student’s Individual Education Plan (IEP), a Summary of
Performance (SOP), or Response-to-Intervention (RTI) report.

No application for the program will progress to step two until step one is completed and all
requested materials are submitted.

Step #3 — Staff Review of Documentation

During the third step of the application process, professional staff members associated with
the Learning Disabilities Program will review the secondary application materials to
determine whether the student meets our standards for the program and whether the staff
of the program can support the student given his/her individual needs. These minimum
standards are established based on historical evidence of student success in the
Westminster College curriculum by students enrolled in the LDP, and thus are set to assist



in matching student aptitude and abilities with the curriculum expectations of the college.
These standards include:

A minimum FSIQ of 95 on the WAIS III.

A minimum high school grade point average of 2.50.

Four credits of high school English.

Four credits of high school math.

Three credits of high school science.

Some experience with a foreign language (three or more years preferred).

Please note that review time of files may take up to two weeks. Applicant will be notified
under separate cover of the staff’s decision.

Step #4 — On Campus Interview

Students who meet the Program’s minimum standards and who the staff feel can be served
by the program will be invited to an on-campus interview. The interview process will give
each of the professional staff members involved in the program a chance to meet
individually with the student, and will provide the student with the opportunity to interact
with the staff members. The interview process will cover:

e Assessing the student’s understanding of his/her needs and the program’s capability
of meeting those needs.

e Assessment of background knowledge for college courses and likelihood of success
(knowledge base and processing in the areas of math, science, social studies).

o Assessment of the student’s reading background.

e  Writing sample to assess the student’s approach and preparedness for the writing
demands of Westminster’s curriculum.

Step #5 — Acceptance to the Program

After the on-campus interview, professional staff members will meet to discuss the
interview and determine whether or not an invitation to the Learning Disabilities Program
will be extended to the applicant. Students will be notified via letter from the Director of
the Learning Opportunities Center of the staff’s decision. If a student is not accepted into
the LDP, he or she may still attend Westminster College, and the LOC will provide those
services required by our ADA policies (reasonable accommodation). But it is important for
students and their parents to understand that while we might want to accept their students
and believe they have the potential for success at Westminster, we will not accept them if,
given our current staffing and resources, we cannot provide the level of service the
students’ disabilities require.

*Please note that if a student is accepted into the Learning Disabilities Program, a separate
fee will be charged in addition to any tuition that is required.



Supplemental Information Sheet
Learning Disabilities Program
Westminster College

NAME:

SECTION A - To be completed by the student:

Part I: Learning Disabilities and Services Received

1. Identify your learning disabilities.

2. Describe how your learning disability impacts you as a student.

3. Describe all the support you receive from anyone at school (teachers, counselors, tutors,
peers).

4. Describe how your parents support you academically.

5. Describe any other assistance you have not already mentioned.

Part Il1: Academics

1. In what subjects are you particularly strong? Why?

2. Please explain all D’s and F’s recorded on your transcript. If there are none, skip to the next
section



Part I11: Personal Information
1. What do you think your parents expect of you regarding:
a) Your academic achievement-

b) Your social life on campus-

2. What are your expectations regarding Academic Achievement and Social Life on campus —
Are they the same or different from your parents?

3. What do you think it means to “live independently”” while at college?

4. What plans have you made to ensure this independent living will happen?

Part IVV: Medical History

Do you now have, or have you ever had, any physical disabilities? Yes No
If yes, please explain:

Do you have a family Doctor? Yes No

Name of your family doctor: Telephone:

Have you received the services of a psychiatrist or psychologist within the past five years?
Yes No If yes, please explain:

Are you currently taking any medications? Yes No If yes, please complete the
information below:

Medication Name Date Began to Take Expected Ending Date Reason for Medication

1)
2)
3)




Part IV: Medical History (continued)

Describe your plan for self-administering medications while at college:

Describe your plan for monitoring the use of your medications within the changing environment
of eating, sleeping and socializing:

Do you have specific problems related to (please check all that apply):

____ Visual Defects _____Speech Defects ____Hearing Defects
_____Seizures _____Heart Trouble ______Emotional Problems
Please list the name, address and dates that you have been seen by any specialist such as
neurologists, surgeons, allergists, psychologists, psychiatrists, speech/occupational/physical

therapists, social workers, counselors, eye/ear specialists, etc. (Please attach a separate sheet if
necessary.)

Please share any other information which you feel may be important. (Please attach an additional
sheet if necessary.)



SECTION B - To be completed by parent or guardian:
Part V: Family Information

1. What are your expectations for your son/daughter’s academic and social life on campus?

2. What consequences are you prepared to provide if your child does not meet these
expectations?

3. What are your expectations concerning communication with the Professional Academic Staff
in the Learning Disabilities Program regarding academics and student behavior.

4. What specific concerns do you have about your son/daughter attending college?



